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September 10, 2019

Secretary

Economic Relations Division
Ministry of Finance
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka
Bangladesh

Dear Honorable Secretary, ERD:
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Phone: 413 597-4229
tpowers@williams.edu
www.williams.edu/cde

As you may know, Williams College in Massachusetts operates a specialized master's degree program in
economics for civil servants from developing nations. Since the time of your country’s independence in
1971, Williams College has trained more than sixty nationals of Bangladesh. We are now accepting
applications for the August 2020 to June 2021 session, and scholarship funding is available for superior

candidates.

I am planning to visit Dhaka for several days in November. If possible, I would like to schedule a time to
meet with you briefly on Sunday, November 17, to discuss the program and to solicit names of potential
candidates for study here in the next academic year. 1f you are not available then, the meeting could take
place with one of the Additional Secretaries. On either November 17 or 18, I also would be pleased to’
speak with potential candidates from the civil service if your office is in a position to invite them for an
information session. In the past, we have very trained talented Bangladeshis from ERD, from various
ministries, from other areas of government service, from Bangladesh Bank, and from leading research

institutes.

While writing, please aliow me to emphasize a few points regarding our institution and our MA program:

» Highly selective and emphasizing close interaction between professors and students, Williams
College has been considered among the top American universities and colleges for many years.

* The intensive curriculum in the Wiiliams MA has been tailored for developing country
professionals and is taught by highly regarded professors. Our faculty is led by prestigious
economists, many with IMF and/or World Bank experience:

http://cde. williams.edu/academics/curriculum and http://cde.williams.edu/people/faculty

* We train young professionals to engage in policy issues. With graduates in more than |10 nations,
our alumni have gone on to serve in roles that include central bank governor, finance minister, and
even prime minister. Please see details of our 27 current participants at

http://cde. williams.edu/people/feli
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o Scholarships are available for outstanding applicants. 100% of students in the class of 2019-2020
received partial or full scholarships from various sources including Williams College.

For detailed information, including application forms and guidelines, candidates should visit

http//cde.williams.edu .

We greatly appreciate your help in identifying those from your country who can make best use of this
challenging opportunity. We will be pleased if information about the MA in Policy Economics can be
posted on the ERD and Ministry of Public Administration websites.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Thomas S. Powers
Director



