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Brief Note aboutOnline Short Course on Pandemics and Public Policy
organized by BRAC Institute of Governance and Development (BIGD),
BRAC University (August 4-17, 2020}

Background:

BRAC Institute of Governance and Development (BIGD), BRAC University is going to
organize an online short course on Pandemics and Public Policy. The main»urpose of the
Courseis to provide an overview of the challenges regarding applications of public policy in
the context of a pandemic. In particular, it is intended to assist senior decision makers in
updating their knowledge and enhancing their skills to make appropriate policy responses to
Covid-19, based on the existing and emerging concepts, practices and experiences of
different countries including Bangladesh. The Course has been designed for senior
government officials from both policy and implementation arenas as well w3 appropriate
persons from relevant NGOs, CSOs and the private secior.

Objectives:
Specific objectives of the Pandemic and Public Policy Course are 1o:

1. Update knowledge and reflect on the concepts, frameworks, and experiences on pandemic
manage mentfrom public policy perspectives

2. Incite analytical thinking and critical judgment; and enhance problem-soiving skills
through interactions and case studies

3. Deepen understanding of the existing policies, implemeniation challenges, and their
implications for the future '

4. Learn from theexperiences of various countriesat global, regional, and local levels

5. Share perspectives of different sectors and actors in responding to Covid-19 in
Bangladesh.

Course Design and Methodology:

The Course will compriseten 10 online evening sessions from 7:00 to 8:30 PM each day
(except Fridays and national holidays), includingan introductory session with an overview,
and a concluding workshop. For each topic, there will be a presentationby the resource
person, followed by a case study and moderated discussions.Pertinent reading materials, and
in some cases a recorded introductory talk, will be sent to the participantselectronically one
day ahead.

Mr. M. Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan, former Cabinet Secretary and Senior Adviser. BIGD
will be the anchor for the Course. He will introduce each session and moderate the
discussions.

Course Contents:

1. Introductory Session:Response and recovery framework: policy perspectives
2. Public health dimensions of pandemics — testing to cure



Health and economics

Macro-economic impact of pandemics

Stabilization and recovery policies .

Food security, social safety net and employment during pandemics
Learning from successes and failures of selected countries
Mid-long-term implications on labour market

Communications during pandemics

10 Course takeaways and feedback
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Information regarding the scope of discussions for each session as well as the names of
resource persons will be sent to the participants shortly.



